M pu BeT! to the latest instalment of the Languages

Lowdown! Keeping you up-to-date with all the latest

international gossip around school and this edition is no

exception! It's jam-packed with fun and exciting
international news and events. We hope you enjoy!!

Language Conferences

On Wednesday 10" March 2010 a
group of very brave Year 9 pupils
accompanied me to a Languages
Conference in the Hilton Hotel in
Newbury. It was the first time that
such an event for Year 9 pupils was
organised. The aim of this
conference was to inspire some of
our pupils to keep on learning
another language at KS4 and to
understand the relevance of learning
another language in our society
today.

The pupils were put into groups with
youngsters from other schools in
West Berkshire and set off to travel
around the world in one day,
metaphorically speaking.

Throughout the day they got to
know why languages are important
in the work place; what, to us, rather
peculiar customs some other
countries have; they met young
students of the Newbury College
who originated from Poland,
Slovakia, Iran, Afghanistan, Thailand;
they learnt a bit of writing and
speaking in all their languages with

additions of Chinese, Russian and
Dutch; they learnt how to introduce
oneself in sign language. Overall, they
came to understand that learning a
language in their heads should not
only be learning a few items of
vocabulary or grammar points in order
to pass an assessment but it should be
learning  about other customs,
understanding other cultures and
about opening a whole range of
opportunities in their lives.

After having started the day not really
knowing what to expect, we arrived
back at The Downs with a smile on our
faces and with new little phrases and
facts in our heads. It is great to see
that even after two weeks some of
these students still practise their sign
language alphabets and want to share
their experience and knowledge with
their peers in assemblies after the
Easter Holidays.

Mrs Forster

iViva Cinco de
Mayo!

" Onthe 5™ of May, people

celebrate a historic event
of great significance to
North Americans. Cinco de
Mayo commemorates the
anniversary of General
Ignacio Zaragoza's defeat
of the French at the small
village of Puebla.

While Cinco de Mayo is
merely a date in the
Spanish language, it
represents a significant
event in the history of
Mexico. Cinco de Mayo is
also widely celebrated in
many Mexican-American
communities as the
triumph of a people over
oppression. For the most
part the celebrations
combine food, music, and
dancing.

.
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Did You Know...
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Languages @ Work

Language is just one way in which we communicate. If we open up our

ears, we open up our minds to a whole world of new and exciting

possibilities in all our lives.

On the 25th February Sixth Form
students of the Downs School spent a
day participating
Language Conference at the Newbury
Rugby Club. The event was organised
in  conjunction with the West
Berkshire Education Business

successful in a

Partnership and has become an
important part of the local language
calendar! Local business people
talked about the importance of
languages in the workplace. Trainee
teachers from Reading University
provided practical support for the
students and also gave an insight into

using languages later in life.

Students were tasked with creating
and actually recording a news report
on a current topic in the media. They
worked in teams, showing their
abilities to work alongside people of
similar interests, mirroring that of the
day-to-day experiences in the work

place.

Groups covered a variety of topics, such
as the Winter Olympics in Vancouver,
and human interest pieces such as the
Cheryl Cole story. Every group had their
own approach to the task, whether it be
humorous or dramatic.

The guest speakers enthusiastically
encouraged the students’ awareness of
the importance of the use of languages
in the world of business in today’s
society. The day was a great success,
with  the  participating
becoming fully engaged in their set task
—including a sense of competition! They
were all very interested in what the
guest speakers had to say, asking their
own questions whenever they had the

students

opportunity were given the chance.

The day definitely gave them an insight
into the benefits of continuing their
studies in foreign languages and other
cultures.

Mrs Millar

Dates to look out
for...

: Cinco de Meyo
México
: Flag Day
USA
: Féte Nationale
du Québec
Canada
: Juhannus
(Midsummer Day/Summer
Solstice)
Finland
: Independence Day
USA
: Bastille Day
France
: Independence Day

Colombia

Well done to all

students who have
already completed
their language oral

exams and good luck
to those who have yet
to do them. All of the
teachers felt that the
weekend revision

sessions, that were
held last month, really
paid off!
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Did You Know...

Stok! Its Curry Time

The Downs School was recently
privileged to hear a talk by Rhys
Jones who Summited Everest on his
17th birthday.

Rhys was part of an event whose
aim was to fundraise for students
going on expedition, in July and
August 2010, climbing Stok Kangri,
elevation 6,137m or 20,135 feet,
which is the highest mountain in the
Stok Range of the Himalayas in the
Ladakh region of northwest India.
Students will also be working to
support development of a school in
the region

The evening also included a quiz and
a curry.

This Easter, 61 students and 6 teachers from The Downs School visited New
York for a Visual and Performing Arts tour of one of the most exciting cities
in the world! The group was made up of students studying Art, Drama,
Dance, Music and Media in years 10 to 13 and the students took part in
several visits and workshops related to their subject area. Highlights
included an Actors’ Audition workshop, a Broadway Dance workshop, a
recording studio tour, and visits to the Guggenheim, Metropolitan Museum
and of course the Museum of Modern Art for the fantastic Tim Burton
exhibition.

New York is undoubtedly one of the most culturally rich cities in the world,
and the students enjoyed lots of enriching experiences as well as their
subject events such as a tour of the Financial District and a moving visit to
the World Trade Center site, the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, Central
Park and a walking tour of Manhattan.

Everywhere we went we were complimented on how wonderfully polite,
enthusiastic and engaging our students were, and us teachers were all
immensely proud of their behaviour on the trip. New York is an extremely
fast and loud city with a lot to offer, and our students grabbed every
opportunity to soak up the experience, making this truly a trip to remember
for all involved!

Did You Know...

Miss Blakeman
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St. Patrick’s Day

To celebrate St. Patrick’s Day,
Mr Craig took his Year 7 class
outside, pumped up the
volume of an upbeat Irish
tune and taught them how to
Irish Jig! Donned in Irish hats,

and equipped with a bodhran
and Irish Whistles, the Year 7s
all began swinging their
partners round and round until
they became too dizzy to do
anymore!

Did You
Know...

Chinese New Year

To celebrate Chinese
New Year Mr Zhang
spruced up the
school with Chinese
decorations and
posters. The Art
department also
made Chinese
shadow puppets and
displayed them in the
GT Building.
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That while it is customary to
wear green on St. ick'

Did You Also Know...

Spanish Exchange

| am very excited to say that
the Spanish exchange to Jeréz
is now up and running. Miss
Jones and | have paid a visit to
the school in Spain where we
were warmly received by
students and colleagues alike.
The Spanish teachers have also
visited us here at the Downs
and met the students who are
taking part in the exchange-
lots of Spanish was spoken!
Very soon students will be
chatting to their exchange
partners via email. The Spanish
students will be visiting us in
June so be sure to take up the
opportunity to practise your
Spanish when you see them!

Miss Chadwick



http://www.holidays.net/stpattys/customs.htm
javascript:popDetail('96418556', 'iStock-Vectors', '', '');

Ash Attack!

We've all heard of some pretty extreme tales of
what people do to miss out on school, but Miss
Chadwick seems to have taken it to new lengths!
She was one of the many thousands of passengers
who got caught up in the chaos which erupted (no
pun intended!) during the Easter break when the
Icelandic volcano began billowing large ash clouds

into the atmosphere. She tells us of her adventure.

How a little bit of language can take you
a long, long way!

As the huge volcanic ash cloud descended over
Europe and the UK, my initial reaction was one
of joy!! Oh what a shame, we are stranded on a
beautiful Island off the coast of Spain!!! Such
hardship for a Spanish teacher! The reality
however, was that we would be 'stranded' for
another week, possibly homeless, penniless and
hungry (= very grumpy). Easyjet had no flights
until the following Friday and therefore we
weren't going anywhere.

Equipt with 'mévil' in one hand and 'las paginas
amarillas' in the other, | rang up the Mallorcan
ferry company and booked us seats to
Barcelona. Always up for an adventure we
hadn't thought about what our next steps would
be, but we knew we needed to take action!

At 11.30pm the ferry departed Palma and after
a sleepless night we docked at a misty Barcelona
at 8am. Surrounded by other travellers, we
made our way to the train station, only to
discover that there was a train strike in France
and therefore no trains would be going over the
border for at least three days! Phenomenal!
Another challenge! Buses booked up for two
days! Fantastico! (my ability to chat to various

The volcano last
erupted between
1821 and 1823

guards 'en espanol’ enabled us to avoid queuing
for three hours for this information).

So we headed north. Who needs public transport
to get over the border anyway? We arrived at Port
Bou, seven Km from the French border. As it was
such glorious day, we decided to hike over the
beautiful foothills of the Pyrenees guided by a
little old Spanish lady who knew a short cut.

From Cerbére, a french fishing village, we
managed to literally fight our way onto a bus to
Perpignan (switch to French) and then by train on
and up through France to Calais. Obviously the
journey wasn't truly over until | reached my front
door 1162 miles later.

It took us three and a half days to get home, which
| believe is a journey well done. One thing | will say
is that without my language skills, it would have
taken a week and cost twice as much. Our journey
home involved ferries, buses, trains, feet, waiting
around and of course money and lots of it (ouch),
but along the way we met an array of people from
many different places. Despite the lows, there
were plenty of highs and | truly found our trip to
be a very enriching and humbling experience.

On Friday 7™ May the school hosted
two language teachers from
Belgium. They are writing an update
of their best selling text book of
English in Belgium. They are going
to use The Downs School as the
storyline for the book. It has been

fascinating finding out about the

differences between the two school
systems.

Mrs Millar




