
This term has been par-
ticularly busy for the 
Modern Foreign Lan-
guages Department and 
we are still at full tilt, this 
week.  The Danish are 
here, the Spanish are 
here, the Germans are 
here, and our students 
are soon away to Austria 
on a skiing trip.  Let‟s 
have a closer look at 
what is going on... 
 
We have twenty Spanish 
exchange students en-
joying English life (and 
the Downs School!) visit-
ing us at the moment.  
This international visit 
comes hot on the heels 
of the exchange to 

Spain, which happened 
in November.  A special 
thank you to Mrs Sal-
mons, Mrs Quintanilla, 
Ms. Rodriguez, Mrs 
Mallejac and Mrs Preece 
for not only organising 
the stay, but hosting the 
teachers in their homes.  
We know our students 
will do us all very proud, 
acting as ambassadors 
for our school, county 
and our country. 
 

 

 

Language Invasion by Invitation 

Hamburgers all round! 

This  week we are hosting a group of 9 German students from 
Friedrich-Ebert Gymnasium, a grammar school in Hamburg on 
a cultural exchange. The aim is to offer Downs students the 
opportunity to widen their knowledge and understanding of dif-
ferent international cultures without any language barrier. The 
students from Hamburg are  interested in coming to stay in a 
more rural environment, finding out about English culture and, 
of course, improving their spoken English. They have spent 
some time in school, visited Newbury races, Oxford and Bath, 
and been on a local farm for a day. They will also be dining in a 
typical local English pub and spending a day in London. We 
are really looking forward to our return visit to Hamburg for a 
week in June.  
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One interactive website has it all ; for all levels, even advanced.  Why not check out www.bbc.co.uk/languages? 
 
This great site has many languages on offer and all can be learned for free, unlike many other online sites.  
Spanish, German, French and Japanese are amongst those you can choose.  The “French Steps” programme 
has video clips of many real life situations – catching a bus, ordering food and much more.  It is simple to switch 
the dialogue on and off and is great for listening and reading skills. 
 
The “Ma France” section of this site is suited to intermediate and advanced learners, and is perfecor GCSE and 
“A” level students.  It gives them a broader view of languages in the world, and they can see them being used 
by real people in real situations.  A must, for the interested language learner. 
 
And Your Point Is? 
 
With our summer holiday not far off (really!), now is a good time to recommend to Languages Lowdown any 
European towns you have visited which you liked.  Why not tell us about a particular café in a little village in 
France?  Or a perfect and inexpensive villa you shared with friends in Portugal?   
 
If you have read a really great book on language, or if you study from one, let us know 
 
We‟d love to hear from you. 
 
Recommendation this term. – Verb Tables for All. 
 
Grammar, French – “Bescherelle”, can be ordered from Amazon, about £6.00  This book, although in French, is 
packed with every verb in all conjugations and is a treasure trove for that reason.  Small enough to fit into any 
schoolbag, a definite for the keen language learner. 
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A very German perspective 

By Tomasz Filochowski, German Language Assistant  

Dear all, 
 
As I am the German Language Assistant at the Downs School, I have been asked to write 
down some of the experiences I have had so far during my stay in Britain. 
 
So, what can I say about this country in a short article as this one? Well, definitely first of all 
that it is different! Certainly there is no use in pointing out all over again that people drive on 
the wrong side of the road, so I will not do it! Perhaps it is more interesting for you to learn a 
bit more about some differences between German and English schools. I am sure most of the 
pupils taking German classes already know a lot about that, nevertheless some of the teach-
ers might not know anything at all about German school life. 
 
First of all, students in Germany do not wear school uniforms, so actually it is quite surprising 
that sometimes the students here look smarter than their German Language Assistant. An-
other difference is the timetable. In Germany, both pupils and teachers have to get up very 
early, since school starts at 7.45. To be honest, I do not really mind getting up a little later… 
on the other hand pupils and teachers can leave earlier and do not normally have lunch at 
school. The last thing I would like to point out is the fact that despite of the differences, there 
are also a couple of things which British and German schools have in common: the hustle in 
the staff room at break time, pupils shouting “Hello Tomasz!” on top of their voices when one 
crosses the school yard and both teachers and pupils who are really looking forward to hav-
ing a great time during their next holiday! 
 
So that is what I wish all of you: a great and relaxing time during your spring break, whether 
you go away or stay at home! 

 
 
 

...sometimes 
the students 
here look 
smarter than 
their German 
Language 
Assistant 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages


The Danes are coming! Meet the ancestors  
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The last time the Danish came in force was a thou-
sand and a half years ago.  We are happy to report 
that this invasion is entirely peaceful, and that our 
twenty five sixth form students will arrive via passen-
ger jet from Denmark, rather than in a longboat. 
 
Our own sixth form students, and our teaching staff, 
are acting as host families for the new arrivals, for five 
days.  This is a great opportunity for the Downs 
School to show these young people a slice of British 
life, in West Berkshire, Wiltshire and Oxfordshire. 
 
Amongst ourselves, we have been discussing what to 
feed them, how to entertain them, in other words, how 
different are they from us?  The fascinating element 
here, is that the answer is, not so very much.  In fact, 
recent countrywide studies are beginning to show that 
many of us carry the Danish gene from ancestors go-
ing back in time out of mind.  Those early Danish set-
tlers integrated themselves so thoroughly into the then 
Romano-British/Celtic life, that geneticists have had 
difficulty seeing a difference between British and Dan-
ish DNA. 
 
The effect of those hundreds of years, with wave upon 
wave of Danish settlers has impacted so effectually on 
our history, that we sometimes have a hard time de-
ciding what our roots really are.  The facts are that the 
Danish created peaceful, lawful and organised socie-
ties, typified and remembered by what we know to be 
the Danelaw, embracing Northern England, in the 
main.  So many words from that time remain in collo-
quial tongue: kex (trousers), dek (look), kirk (church), 
the list is endless. 
 
Students of English puzzle over bizarre and seemingly 
inexplicable linguistic anomalies of the language (it 

remains a mystery to many of us, rest assured). 
There seems to be so little link with the Romance 
languages that cover most of the rest of Europe, 
and the reason is the stronghold the Danish/Anglo 
Saxons had over the language that would one day 
become English.  The roots dug deep into the soil 
of this island and resisted most incomers.  Forty 
percent of English is actually French, and that 
leaves a full sixty percent that came from, amongst 
others, our Danish neighbours, which evolved, mu-
tated, and became the fascinating lexicon that it is 
today.  
 
Combined early societies came to be known as the 
Anglo Saxons, and much of our language and our 
place names come from this time, and have en-
dured to this day.  So strong did this language be-
come that it withstood even the courtly influx of Old 
French that arrived with William and the Norman 
Conquest of 1066.  The Danish were really the first 
incomers, integrating so completely that, going back 
a couple of centuries, we find the pious Alfred the 
Great calling upon the Danish settlers to help him 
repel the new threat from the north – the so-called 
Vikings.  But that‟s another story. 
 
I‟m delighted to receive our own Danish student into 
our home, and I will have many questions for her.  
Amongst them; does she have beans on toast for 
breakfast, or lasagne for supper?  But my burning 
question for her is this;  is it true that Danish hus-
bands share the housework equally with their 
wives?  You‟ll have to wait for the next newsletter to 
find out.  

 

Foreign Languages Boost Job Prospects 

55 West Berkshire students taking GSCE Languages, took part in a challenge at Newbury 
Rugby Football Club on 25th February.  Organised by Education Business Partnership West 
Berkshire and The Downs School as part of their language college community activities, the 
event gave students an opportunity to use their language skills in a variety of ways.  Based 
around a recruitment theme, the challenge was to select a job from a display of vacancies, 
complete an application form and then have an interview – all in their target language of 
French, German or Spanish. They went onto to produce an “organigram” or company structure 
chart together with an advertisement for a job vacancy. 

 
The students were helped throughout the day by trainee teachers from Oxford Brooks Univer-
sity.  After lunch, 2 guest volunteer speakers gave brief talks about how they had used their 
knowledge of other languages in the chosen career. The day culminated in short presentations 
from each of the 7 student teams.   

 
The 4 schools taking part were The Downs, The Clere, Park House and Kennet. 
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Ready, Steady, Cook! 

By James  

Four finalists from Years 8 and 9 of the Downs School, Compton 
had a chance to show their culinary flare by cooking a three-
course meal in a “Ready Steady Cook” competition. The prize 
for the winners was a day in the kitchen with Mr Rudd, Head 
Chef at the Royal Oak Hotel in Yattendon.  
 
The students were the finalists from a small group selected from 
the design and technology gifted and talented group who have 
demonstrated outstanding performance in different areas of de-
sign and technology. There were two students from Year 8 and 
two from Year 9. The competition was held on Wednesday 19

th
 

March and organised by the food technology teacher, Miss 
Hoang 
 
The whole competition was to promote healthy eating and to get 
young people interested in cooking dishes from all around the 
world. Being a language college, the school was keen to support 
the chefs in this challenge and was amazed at the sheer high 
standard of the food produced. The atmosphere in the kitchen 
was tense and the stress showed on the competitors‟ faces.   
 
The aromas in the air were so appetising that they made stom-
achs rumble. There was a wonderful array of colours on the 
plates from the reds of the tomatoes, to the greens of the mange 
touts. 
As the judges started to tuck into the food the room was so si-
lent that you could have heard a pin drop. 
 
The judges, Mrs Houldey (Headteacher), Mrs Millar (Director of 
Language College),  Mr Doran (Head of Design and Technol-
ogy) and Mr Rudd (Head Chef from The Royal Oak), where all 
amazed at how professional the food tasted and how vibrant the 
food looked. The judges were heard to say that the food „had a 
zap‟, „a bit of a kick‟ and that Robert‟s sauce „packed a lot of 
punch‟. 
 
After much deliberation, the judges selected the winners, Robert 
and Gwenn. 

Robertôs sauce 

packed a lot of 

punch 



2008 saw the 20
th
 year of the 

Exchange and yet again the 
visit proved very successful 
though quite eventful! 
 
We left by coach from school at 
7pm on Wednesday 5

th
 March 

en route for Dover to take the 
ferry. This was to prove our 
first hiccup, as Sea France fer-
ries were on strike and the fer-
ries were delayed. The cross-
ing was very turbulent. For 
some students it was too turbu-
lent!! After the crossing we 
faced the very long drive down 
to Moutiers where we arrived at 
16.00 on Thursday 6

th
 March 

after stopping in Annecy for 
lunch which is a very pretty 
lakeside town. 
  
On Friday we had our first taste 
of snow when we went on a 
snow shoe expedition. This 
proved very hard work but eve-
ryone was very proud of them-
selves when they reached the 
top – especially Mrs Millar as 
she had not made it the previ-
ous year! At lunchtime came 
the worst part of the trip when 
Charlie managed to break his 
tibia when he fell awkwardly – 

he was taken down from the 
mountain on a sledge behind a 
ski scooter and just to show how 
efficient mountain rescue is, he 
was already in plaster by the 
time Mrs Millar joined him in the 
medical centre!  
Saturday and Sunday were 
spent with the families and most 
students tried skiing – some for 
the first time on snow. Some stu-
dents went skating, some went 
shopping and some joined their 
penfriends in their usual week-
end activities – music, swimming 
etc. 
 
On Monday and Tuesday skiing 
was the order of the day – the 
beginners made the most pro-
gress of any previous group and 
by Tuesday completed a blue 
run. Tuesday saw a great fall of 
snow which was very welcome in 
the ski resorts as there had not 
been any snow for a month and 
what there was had been melting 
quickly. As the area depends on 
tourism this could have been 
awful if there had not been any 
more.  
 
On Tuesday afternoon we were 
lucky enough to participate in a 
demonstration of a mountain 
rescue from an avalanche and 
learnt first hand about the job of 
a “pisteur” (ski safety man). The 
demonstration was put on espe-
cially for us and we all crowded 

into the hut to see all the 
equipment. Afterwards an 
“imitation” avalanche was set 
up and the dog handler sent 
his dog to find the person 
trapped in the snow. The 
“pisteur” who was in the ava-
lanche had been waiting for 
20 minutes! Obviously you are 
very unlikely to survive that 
long in a real avalanche!  
 
On Wednesday students had 
the chance to go to some les-
sons in the French school – 
English, French, Spanish, 
maths and PSHCE. Some of 
these proved more interesting 
than others!! The afternoon 
was spent with families. 
 
On Thursday we visited a 
cheese factory which made 
the local cheeses called Beau-
fort and Tomme. Students 
discovered just how smelly the 
process is but when they 
tasted the cheese decided 
that the smell was worth it! Ice 
skating and in Albertville and a 
visit to a medieval walled city, 
Conflans, made up the rest of 
the day. 
Friday saw the visit to Greno-
ble where shopping was the 
main item on the agenda al-
though we also had a long 
walk down from the fortress 
and a short visit to a museum 
about the region. 
 
Saturday was again spent with 
families and Sunday saw our 
departure at 8am for the re-
turn trip to Compton! Again 
the journey was anything but 
easy and we actually arrived 
back in Compton at 2am after 
an even more turbulent cross-
ing than before!!   

The Downs School 
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