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Cerald Hunt visits

Downs Secondary
School
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Wir. Philipp  Howden,

Pictured top is the heodnizster,
idea of the sehoo!s “ switeh ™ system stems from iis cavironment.
it weshing ic fomethine mnse men hova ta gaabils ar ene ok

who savs

w
WHERE THE BOYS BAKE CAKES

AND THE GIRLS DO WOODWORK

N the housecraft room, 14-

yvear-old Haymond Fox en-
thusiastically whipped a cake mix
into submission. In the carpentry
shop, 13-year-old Linda Reckall
demonstrated her skill with o saw
nnd planc.

Upuwisual? - Nor at Downs Secaon-
dary =chool, Comnton. where this
movel Yswirch™ system las heen i
operation for yvears,

“The idea peally stems from our
environment,” saidhr. Philip Pow-
dan, headmaster. YTiving 50 & rural
area, the bovs may well have lo sci
tovand Cook a meal if the women of
the hoiige ars 3way oo 3 £hopping
pxpedition, Sithilarly, the girle won't
want to rine through o Newbury
cvery time a fuse pecds changing or
some simple hougthold job has (o
e dons.”

The bovs' Kitchen coutse starts
with  glementary  (za-making  and
graduaces [ the cooking of 4 conts
nlate ineal.” "Tidv really ‘szem o
enpay i osmd Miss  Janer Dox,
houseerale teacher. 1 often find
they are Deiter at cake-making than
the givds. L ehinkstHey pata Tittle
mare ¢nort into fhe mixing.”™

DARN FHEIR OWN SOCKS

I'ke bowvs alsg wazh their own
Footkalt ki, darn their own sonks
and oiress their owWn fTousers.

I'he pirls afe lavn=hbt Lthat elzciri-
city is something of which they nécd
e B frichiened, nrovided certain

gafety rules are kear in mind, They
are taugnt to handle & hammer ' and
(0 carry oul simels carpeniry.,

“I don’t think gzirls arc quite as
heipless a5 their menielk somerimes
pretend,” said Mr, Bowden. Mr,
Gwilvm Evans, who T[eaches
pracriczl subjects, agreed. “'One or
iwo of them arc as good wilh their
hands as the hovs” he said,

COUNTRY INTERESTS

Alsn stemming from §E3 cnvican-
meni- is the schoal's bas  towards
agriculiure and horticuliure. MThers
is mothin® worse than a courlry
chiid wha doesn’t know what erop
i$ srowing in the next held,” said
Mr. Bowden. '"I'his 5 in no way o
he considered a3  pre-vocalional
course, YWo o are mat rying 1o pro-
duce a lat of larmers, bur obyiously
g lob cof their intzrests and possibly
their  employment  will * have a
Country emphass,”

(Children are taughl the economics
ol poultry keeoine and mardening,

They learn how to ‘plucs pouliry |

the birds for marker
baaent  three: Bew

'.n]ﬂ preodare
T'ne " school

Raywond Fox tries out his cooking
pruwt:m. |

Leuland albino doe rabbils—and pow
looks after, ubuul 40, Less co-opera-
tive are five ewes, wlib have not yet
been porsuaded te give bicth. Dug
they do keen the =zrass down amd
provide the nezdlz-weork cepariment
wilh snme uselul raw material,

PRIZE-WINNERS
The school’s many pouliny inelude

Marans prize - winning bantams,
whith produce an extremely dark
brown ezz. There are duck eoes in

an meubator, and it is hoped later 1o
keep turkeys,

A small tractor and a dutch barp
ave Tufanre ]:u::f::_i_':‘i-.IElql.l_.:lrll‘f'_'f]'I!ri:-'mi.'h
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When a schiow) lme Downs' strong agricultural bias livestock ix
as important as faboratory equipment.  Pictored top planting brussel
sprouis in the school's exiensive girdenrs arée Denmis Lay (I4), ol
Harwell, aod Brian Newmar (14} of Chaddleworth,  Feeding ewes
in the hotfom picture are Raymomd Tox (14}, of Deedon, Robert
Lynch (15). of Chieveley, and Martin Cox (11), also of Chieveley.

Meanwhile, nurmal gchool work is renchineg 8 doctor.

by 1o means  naglected, Downs' activities range from tennis to the
sariciltural  hias has aot been Duke of Edinburgh's award schems.
achizved at the #xcepse of academic Linder consiruction now i3 a

subiects. Childrer (aks the new CSE
ETAmMInNATIONnS. There we=t 240)
voudstérs at the school when it
ppensd o Septémber, 1960, Now
thepe -are 1080, taken from 3 <catch-
ment aren of 30 souxrz miles, Roys
and #irls come from as far aflield as

:l.w|2|"-'|-_'|.'_|'1'g j'!ﬂ-e"t_ :111_--.11;1..|ﬁng &1 ‘tl:l
by 25 fee:. which will cost about
£31.500. We have had s lat of
co-pperation from parents with this.”
zaid Mr. Bowden. * Money-raising
has  been  particulardy impressive
whén vou realise tha; we are anly

Ashampstead, Chaddieworth, East abour half the size of other secon-
Hsley and Heoirmitass. dary schouls in rhe Mewbury aréd.

Evorwy child in the sechan! is re= Andd 2 pool really 15 @ ncoessity.,
guired o @ake o firstaod course, PBecause there ane o [ncililics

pooause ivng in u rocal commuoniny

around here, over 85 peor cont. of
could miean YN | .-,1;||:-'-,-]|_'J_'|_|'|n ':i"l".'l" in

pur aupils are unable (o swiml"™

Out-uf-schonl |
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Down School girls are so0 keen on gardéning that they volunteer
tn tend the greenhouse plants during the week-ends and holidays.

Piclured at work in our top picture are two 13-vear-olds, Carol
Eddowes and Joan Heath., Ironing and sewing come easlly now to
Jimmy Drake (15), pictured here sewing buttons on his shirt




