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Compton'’s is 7th of 9 new secondary schools

MINISTER PRAISES BERKSHIRE’S

GOOD RECORD

. Catching

up with

| county programme

| Sir David Fedes, Minister of
Education, praised Berkshire
Education Auothority’s good
record in providing secondary
| modern schools when  he
 officially opencd the £118,000
| Downs  Secondary  Modern
School at Compton on Friday.

“1 am told thal nine second-
ary molern schools wers wanzed
i the county, of which the
Downs School 18 number sever.
You nave done something in
Berksnire that is very notabie.”
he sand.

“Be-kshire 15 a popular place e
live and tiere are developmenis like
the Atromic Energy Estzbishments,
all of whizly broughr addibonal
caildren (o the area. il i3 2 real
feathar 1n your cip that vou have
been able 1o catch uo with the pro-
gramme, Sir David went on.

“Let Children Stay On™

He lized the desizn of the schoo!
az it did not loak teo Insticctional,
He appealed 1o parenis o allow their
childrea 1o stay on at “east until the
end of the academic vedr 1n Sepren.

ber, rather chan fak:ng them away

“If some 2nierprising boy, seiting

2s. bd. o week socket maney acled
for 5s5. &nd was =ziven 35, 6c. he
could net expect mueh sympathy il
he comolained that his 55 pro-
eramme ‘had been tent’ be 1y Ad.
Sul that g exacty what some of his
eléers and beflers are siving aboul
schoal  buildire," the PMinister
concnued.

Picking Most Urgent

"Maturally local education authc-
rities nub more schools on the list
than they can expect fo b alloaed
to build, s0 eazh wiar [ saddle my-
selfl with the difficult job of selec-
ting the ones that =re most orgent,”
said Sir” Dawid. o "This mathod is
froublesome, but it is the fairest and
masl elicienl.

“Fveryane lorows fnat the
Covernment has to put upper limits

Right: Sir David Eccles
with the headmaster. iMr.
Philip Bowden. Eelow :
A view of the science
laboratory.

on e money that can b2 spenl an

S e o

for the Hungedlord Schoal, Mrs,,

ar coe enid of te term in owhich all | the bmiding proZrammes under Sheasoy added, |

they reached the age of 15, The
last few months ai  school could
prove very it orkant.

With the total educalional build
Mg _ PrOZRENMe now  FUARIng ot
£100 million o yvear the highest
ever — i was anla’r and made nc
aefge o dccuse the Gavernment of
“gptting” school bullding,

its control dncluding  the school
bufding programmes. 1 could just
cut thefigure for the schools into
slices and hand them round the locil
authorities eaving it (o them o
make the best wse of rheir alloeas
fion,”

Considering Priorigies
. “That would bz very unscientilic

*ramj the ‘neal authorities themselves

woalhd be the first to object to it. It
is much more satisfaciory to asq
eacl o send me in advanee a lisg
of nooribies.  We can quickly agsee
which schools simpiy must be bult
b provide for children whe ather-
wise would have ro scheool al al
Far the est of thae annuwal pro-
alammes we compare very cosefully
eich authority’s requeésis with those
[of all the othars, and on' the basis
|of  ralative needs decide whizh
szhaols should be built. Nobody is
in & pesidon to do this job excopt
the Ministry.™

Sir David eaded by wishing every
success  fo  the soverpors. stafh
parents and =il the bovs ard girls
[ar the school,

Racing Mural Sechools” Standard

M M. W, Pace. chairman of
Mewbury Dovisiomal Executive, sawd
he did net want (e appenst Ly be
pleadin: with the Minimer on s
poension, but they did want 1o pring
rural schaools us o the standaid of
own schools, They did nmod jike 1o
SCE NOURE peosple mov Ny our ui.ll' l"n-.-i
rural arcas beenuse their chnldoes’
coild 221 a better education in the
oW

The shairman of  the  school
governor.  Sip leanasd Wilson,
said the vppo-tumitics. opsn Lo &

vouns persen ab the new seegndary |

were  finw  botler
i :.1r.'||||.u.u|

mndern  srhoals
than chey could get a;
scheol. .

The  heag I_L:!., :;1111.' l:ln:g.-,ul:l..
presented S David with 1 wodden
bowl myads in the schionl,

Mrs Shegsby wis presgnied with
3 hougie: by Angen Jelery, hend
girl.

Luter, Sir BPavid "":'.5' nlec & cochly
fowering cherry Irée (e schaol
drounds.
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